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Statewide Digital Equity Planning Group 
January 25, 2023 | 12:00 PM – 2:00PM PST 

Meeting Summary and Transcript 

The Statewide Digital Equity Planning Group met on Wednesday, January 25, 
2023 at 12:00 p.m. PT via virtual conference.  

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and Overview 

Name Organization Email 
RSVP 
Status 

SPG Members 
Jared 
Johnson 

California 
Department of 
Technology  

Jared.Johnson@state.ca.gov X 

Darcie 
Houck (Rob 
Osborn) 

California 
Public Utility 
Commission 

Darcie.houck@cpuc.ca.gov  X 

Monisha 
Avery 

Office of 
Emergency 
Services 

Monisha.Avery@CalOES.ca.gov X 

Lizzy 
Williamson 

Department of 
General 
Services 

Lizzy.Williamson@dgs.ca.gov X 

Mary Nicely 
(Geoff 
Belleau)  

California 
Department of 
Education 

MNicely@cde.ca.gov  X 

Robert 
Peterson 

California 
Department of 
Food & 
Agriculture 

Robert.Peterson@cdfa.ca.gov X 

Sunne 
McPeak 

California 
Emerging 
Technology 
Fund 

Sunne.McPeak@cetfund.org X 

Lori Pepper California 
Transportation 
Agency 

Lori.Pepper@calsta.ca.gov  X 

Josh Chisom California State 
Library   Josh.Chisom@library.ca.gov  X 
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Christina 
Snider 

Governor's 
Office of Tribal 
Affairs 

Christina.Snider@gov.ca.gov  N/A 

Pam Chueh 
(CHEW) 

Government 
Operations 
Agency 

Pam.Chueh@govops.ca.gov  X 

Kaina 
Pereira 
(KAI – NA) 

Governor's 
Office of 
Business and 
Economic 
Development 

Kaina.Pereira@gobiz.ca.gov  X 

Tanya 
Bautista 

California 
Department of 
Aging 

Tanya.Bautista@aging.ca.gov  X 

Kristin 
Montgomery 

California 
Department of 
Correctional 
Rehabilitation 

Kristin.Montgomery@cdcr.ca.gov  X 

Hayley 
Figeroid 

California 
Office of Data 
and Innovation 

hayley.figeroid@innovation.ca.gov   X 

Elena Costa Department of 
Public Health Elena.Costa@cdph.ca.gov  X 

Jacob 
Johnson 

Department of 
Rehabilitation Jacob.Johnson@dor.ca.gov  X 

Sarah Poss Housing and 
Community 
Development 

Sarah.Poss@hcd.ca.gov  X 

Isaiah Mall California 
Department of 
Veterans 
Affairs 

Isaiah.Mall@CalVet.ca.gov  X 

Salena 
Chow 

California 
Department of 
Social Services 

Salena.Chow@dss.ca.gov  X 

Abby Snay Labor and 
Workforce 
Development 
Agency 

Abby.Snay@labor.ca.gov  X 

Tracy Rhine Rural Counties 
Representative 
of California 

TRhine@rcrcnet.org  X 

mailto:Christina.Snider@gov.ca.gov
mailto:pam.chueh@govops.ca.gov
mailto:kaina.pereira@gobiz.ca.gov
mailto:Tanya.Bautista@aging.ca.gov
mailto:Kristin.Montgomery@cdcr.ca.gov
mailto:hayley.figeroid@innovation.ca.gov
mailto:Elena.Costa@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:jacob.johnson@dor.ca.gov
mailto:Sarah.Poss@hcd.ca.gov
mailto:Isaiah.Mall@CalVet.ca.gov
mailto:Salena.chow@dss.ca.gov
mailto:Abby.Snay@labor.ca.gov
mailto:trhine@rcrcnet.org


3 

Speakers 
Scott Adams Deputy 

Director, 
California 
Department of 
Technology 

Scott.Adams@state.ca.gov X 

Gladys 
Palpallatoc 

(Pal-pa-la-
toc (all short 
vowels) 

Federal 
Program 
Officer/State 
Lead, 
California NTIA 

GPalpallatoc@ntia.gov X 

Laura Sasaki Office of 
Broadband 
and Digital 
Literacy 

laura.sasaki@state.ca.gov X 

Anh Nguyen Office of 
Broadband 
and Digital 
Literacy 

anh.q.nguyen@state.ca.gov X 

Cole 
Przybyla 

Office of 
Broadband 
and Digital 
Literacy 

cole.przybyla@state.ca.gov X 

Rachna Vas Broadband 
Equity 
Partnership 

rvas@hraadvisors.com X 

Yume Kitasei Broadband 
Equity 
Partnership 

ykitasei@hraadvisors.com X 

Sunne 
McPeak 

California 
Emerging 
Technology 
Fund 

sunne.mcpeak@cetfund.org X 

Susan 
Bringas 

Vice President 
of Client 
Services, RSE 

sbringas@rs-e.com X 
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Agenda Item 2: Broadband for All and the State Digital Equity Plan  
 

 

Scott Adams provided the background and goals of Broadband for All and the 
State Digital Equity Plan. Scott then laid out the action plan and spoke about 
the budget and funding for the Statewide Digital Equity Planning process. No 
questions were asked during the Q&A portion. 

Agenda Item 3: NTIA - Digital Equity Plan  
 
Gladys Palpallatoc gave an overview of the State Digital Equity Plan including 
three key grant programs established by National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA), eligibility and the overall timeline. There were 
no questions in the Q&A portion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Agenda Item 4: State Digital Equity Planning Process Update  

Scott Adams broke down the five components of the statewide digital equity 
planning process and the eight covered populations. Jared Johnson then 
introduced Laura Sasaki, who spoke about Outcome Area Working Groups. 
Laura laid out the six groups and what each group will cover. Laura also 
introduced the subject matter experts CDT will be using in the groups. 

Cole Przybyla gave a more in-depth explanation about different working groups 
and the key partners. Scott Adams clarified that anyone who would like to 
participate in the working groups are welcome. Anh Nguyen introduced the 
graduate student assistants.  

Rachna Vas provided information about the data gathering process as well as 
Digital Equity Ecosystem Mapping tool. Yumi Kitasei provided information about 
the Digital Equity Survey. Sunne McPeak followed-up with information about the 
phone and online versions of the Digital Equity Survey. She then provided info 
about local events. Susan Bringas provided information about stakeholder 
engagement and outreach efforts. 
 
Agenda Item 5: Q&A/Public Comment  

Laura Sasaki asked the questions that were submitted via chat. Questions were 
answered by Scott Adams, Rachna Vas, Sunne McPeak, Robert Osborn, Yume 
Kitasei  

Public Comments were made by: Eric Sasaki, Aahalia Valdez. 




